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KJL SPECIAL ALERT

The Khoury Johnson and Leavitt team remain

informed and engaged during these times of

uncertainty. We are in communication with

leadership in the executive, legislative and

judiciary branches of state government, in addition

to locals on a regular basis. Updates will continue

every Friday as a mechanism to recap relevant

activity from the past week.



With the state’s election results nearly finalized we have good idea of results up and down the ballot. The

2020 General election set two new records for the largest total voter turnout and the most absentee ballots.

 

At the top of the ticket, Joe Biden beat President Donald Trump 50% to 48%. Trump’s campaign did file a law

suit and injunction against further absentee vote counting but has been denied by a Court of Claims judge.

 

In a much closer race, Senator Gary Peters barely held off Republican candidate John James. Democrats did

well in other state wide elections including the Supreme Court. Democratically nominated justices Bridget

McCormack and Elizabeth Welch won both Michigan Supreme Court seats giving Democratically nominated

justices a 4-3 advantage. This trend continued into the education races as Democrat Ellen Cogen Lipton and

Jason Strayhorn won seats to the State Board of Education as well as Mark Bernstein, Rema Ella Vassar, and

Shirley Stancato winning seats representing U of M, MSU, and Wayne State, respectively. Republicans did

add representatives to those boards as well with Teri Lynn Land (Wayne State), Pat O’Keefe (MSU) and Sarah

Hubbard (U of M) also winning.

 

Michigan’s Congressional delegation will now be a 7-7 Republican and Democratic split after Republican

Peter Meijer (MI-3) won and current Congressional Reps Elyssa Slotkin (D MI-8), Haley Stevens (D MI-11), and

Fred Upton (R MI-4) won re-election in competitive races.

 

For control of the Michigan House of Representatives, the Republicans maintained a 58-52 majority.

Democrats picked up two open seats previously held by Republicans vacated by term limits with Christine

Morse (61st) and Kelly Breen (38th). In return, the GOP knocked off two Democratic incumbents with Timothy

Beeson beating Rep. Brian Elder (96th) and David Martin besting Rep. Sheryl Kennedy (48th).

 

There were also two constitutional amendments on the ballot that passed with support over 85%. Proposal 1

requires the state to put excess money from the Natural Resources Trust Fund into the State Parks Fund to pay

for maintenance of recreational facilities and Proposal 2 requires law enforcement to get a warrant before

accessing an individuals private data information from cell phones and other electronic devices.

 

Of the 150 local property tax assessments, 133 of those passed with in the state. Likewise the vast majority of

proposals for communities to host marijuana businesses also passed while only one community, Tustin, voted

to ban all marijuana facilities from their village.

 

Overall, Democrats did well in statewide elections, in particular with early voting as Democratic candidates

were able to close gaps after the polls closed and absentee counting began. Republican candidates did well

at the more local level winning competitive races in areas such as Kent County and Oakland County where

Democrats had anticipated making significant gains in the legislature.

 

However, election season is not over yet. Senator Pete MacGregor won the race for Kent County Treasurer

and Senator Pete Lucido won a term as the prosecutor for Macomb County. When these two individuals

vacate office, the Senate will be left at a 20-16 GOP majority until there is a special election on a date

named by Governor Whitmer. Luckily for Republicans, a 58-52 majority in the House allows for current sitting

House members to run for these Senate seats without jeopardizing majority. If a sitting House member wins a

promotion to the Senate, that would trigger another special election as we head towards 2022 when the

Independent Redistricting Committee, as passed by Proposal 2 in 2018, redraws legislative districts for that

election.





























KJL TEAM CONTACT INFORMATION 
Ron Khoury – ron@kjlteam.com, (517) 881-6356 

Stephanie Johnson – stephanie@kjlteam.com, (517) 648-1602 

Andy Leavitt – andy@kjlteam.com, (810) 625-0861 

Marcy Lay – marcy@kjlteam.com, (517) 282-3295 

Ryan Burtka – ryan@kjlteam.com , (313) 605-3878 

Karen Currie – karen@kjlteam.com, (616) 706-2282 

Mike Zimmer – mike@kjlteam.com, (517) 285-4126 

Brian Clark – brian@kjlteam.com, (517) 410-3430 

Lauren Bunn – lauren@kjlteam.com, (616) 826-1262
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
www.michigan.gov/coronavirus.com 

www.michigan.gov/ag 

www.cdc.gov/coronavirus.com 

www.congress.gov.com 

www.michiganbusiness.org
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